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Today we're going to start a new message series. The theme is “What is the church?” Right now, we have been
praying and asking the Lord to lead us to JCCT's future direction. As we pray this, | was led to learn about what the
Bible says about the church once again. So we'll take next 5 weeks until Thanksgiving to look into the church.
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This is the picture of our last Thanksgiving fellowship. What is the church? We often call the church we regularly
attend as 'my church'. Sometimes, we say “Pastor ......... 's church”.
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Look at this picture. The man in between the president Obama and Senator McCain is Pastor Rick Warren from
Saddleback Church in California. Saddleback Church is now very famous, but still when we introduce the church to
someone who does not know the church, we often call it 'Pastor Rick Warren's church'.
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Next picture is Pastor Joel Osteen and his wife Victoria. He is the pastor of Lakewood Church in TX, which is known as
the church with the most attendees in the United States. | believe most of people recognize the pastor's name rather
than the name of the church.
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When we say 'my church' or 'Pastor ....."'s church', do we mean that the church belongs to us, or to the pastors? No,
we just say so to identify specific local church. No one really thinks that those churches belong to some individuals, or
their pastors.
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Then, who owns the church? Who is taking care of it, and nurturing it? Jesus said, “l will build my church,..... in
today's Scripture. The church belongs to Jesus. In short, Jesus is the owner of the church. It's not for any
individuals, or pastors or elders. It belongs to Jesus. All local churches in the world belong to Jesus. Of course
there are many different affiliations or groups. JCCT belongs to OMS Holiness Church of North America. However,
since Jesus said 'my church', all the churches are one, and it is Jesus' church.
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Apostle Paul mentioned about the problem of the church of Corinth in 1 Corinthians 1:12-13; “What | mean is this: One of
you says, 'l follow Paul', another, 'l follow Apollos', another, 'l follow Cephas', still another, “| follow Christ'. Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul?”
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At the church in Corinth, they raised the position of Christ's disciples as same as that of Christ's. Paul is teaching them
that “Christ is the only savior, and others are just His disciples. Only Christ can save men, and it can only be done in
Christ's name.” We probably understand that the church belongs to the Lord as a sort of common sense. However,
unless we're careful, it's easy for us to go toward the wrong direction.
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Have you ever thought of other people as the head of the church, or thinking that the group or affiliation is controlling the
church with a huge pressure? The church belongs to Jesus. Jesus Himself built, loved, and nurtured. Therefore we
need to remember this and never look away from this fact. If we think we or the association built our church, it would be
only its name and building, and it would not be His church. Let us stand in the presence of Jesus as the Lord's church.
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When Jesus said “I will build my church”, He said “on this rock”. This was spoken right after Jesus asked His disciples
“Who do you say | am?” and Peter answered “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”. What is this 'rock' He was
talking about? Did He say that He will build His church on Peter, since the name 'Peter’ means a 'rock'?
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Peter was called to be the leader of the first church generation and used abundantly by God. In that sense, you could
say that Peter became the foundation of the church. However, the 'rock' here means the faith Peter confessed: “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God”. In short, the Lord proclaimed that He will build His church on the confession
of the faith, that “Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior”. The church is not the building itself, or mere gathering of people.
Keeping the rituals and doing seasonal events are not the requirement of the church. The church needs to be built



upon the faith that is to believe that 'Jesus is my savior', and built by the believers. That's why it is the Lord Jesus'
church.
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Then, how can we get to have that kind of faith? Let's look at the word of Jesus when Peter was led to this confession
of faith. “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”
(verse 17) Peter did NOT come to this faith in Him by human works. He could believe and confess that Jesus was the
savior, because God in heaven revealed it clearly to him.
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This applies to us, too. The reason why we can stand on the faith in Jesus today is because God's love revealed it to
us. It is not because we were born great, or because of our works. It's only because of God's blessing. The Bible
says, “Therefore | tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 'Jesus be cursed,' and no one can say,
'‘Jesus is Lord', except by the Holy Spirit.”(1 Corinthians 12:3) We were led to the faith in Jesus by the Holy Spirit, not
by the work of the men. Here's another reason why we should not boast our faith.
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Since God reveals to us that 'Jesus is the Savior', we can see that it is God who chooses. We did not choose Him, He
chose us. If God did not choose us, what would have happened? Since our human knowledge is limited, we would
not be able to understand Jesus' cross or the meaning of His resurrection. If we did not understand who Jesus was,
we would not have understood God, who is the creator of heavens and the earth. Then no one can receive the Lord's
salvation, such as 'forgiveness of sins', 'everlasting life'. If there was no salvation, our physical death would be the end of
the world, and it would be just darkness after our physical death. We would also be a slave to greed and sin, and we
would have been dead spiritually and physically. Do you think you can find hope in that situation?
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Jesus paid His own life as a ransom for our sins, so that our death can be transformed into life. Just as 1 Corinthians
7:23 says, “You were bought at a price”. Therefore, when He bought us, we were no longer slave to Satan or death, but



slave to Christ. That is the meaning of the confession of the faith; “Jesus God's Son is my Savior”. All who were led to
faith in Jesus are servant to Jesus, and are His possession.
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The group of people who live in this faith is His church. Based on God's choice and the plan of His salvation, Jesus led
all who were given to Him to salvation and built His church. Therefore, as long as we were His, He will never give up or
abandon His church. His church stands forever. God knows His own people whom He redeemed, so He leads us
with great blessing and responsibility. Today, Jesus says, “You are mine. |redeemed you. You are my church.” Let
us pray and seek His will together.
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Finally let me read from Isaiah 43:1-3. This is God's word spoken through prophet Isaiah to Israel. We can see who
God is from those verses; “But now, this is what the Lord says- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O
Israel: Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the
waters, | will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For | am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior......"



